
Date:  January 25, 2015 
Game:   Gargle that Tune 
Scripture: Matthew 8 
 

 

Follow K 
 
Miracles 
 
“…Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, 
wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you 
yourselves know,” Acts 2:22  
  

a. Miracle 
i. Greek word dunamis 
ii. Refers to the unseen force by which the supernatural 

work was effected 
b. Wonder 

i. Greek word teras 
ii. Describes the emotional effect of wonder and 

amazement as people beheld the divine supernatural 
power of Jesus 

c. Sign 
i. Greek word semeion 
ii. Refers to the spiritual meaning and God’s eternal, 

invisible purpose to which the outward, physical 
miracles pointed 

 
2. Purpose of miracles 

a. To reveal God’s character of loving compassion towards 
humanity 

b. To reveal a deeper, spiritual truth 
c. General meaning to physical illnesses 

i. Leprosy illustrates the spiritual illness of sin 
ii. Blindness represents spiritual ignorance 
iii. Deafness represents lack of desire and inability to 

respond 



iv. Demon possession shows a picture of being dominated 
by sin 

v. Bleeding typifies waste of spiritual power by inward sin 
vi. Dumbness illustrates a power who cannot speak for 

God 
vii. Palsy illustrates spiritual impotence, the inability to make 

a move for God. 
viii. Fever illustrates the restlessness which sin creates in a 

person 
1. Death illustrates the spiritual death of Ephesians 

2:1, and the second death in Revelation 20:14, 
20:8 

 
*Why did Jesus perform miracles? 
*What do we learn from miracles? 
 

Examples of Physical Healing 
1. Leprosy 8:1-4 

a. It was the WORST disease of the time 
b. It was incurable 
c. Outward: patches, skin ulcers, puss, lose fingers and toes 
d. Inward: destroys sensation in hands and feet 
e. Lepers were banished upon diagnoses 

i. Must warn everyone by shouting “unclean” 
ii. How humiliating! 

f. This leper didn’t ask for “healing” 
i. He asked to be “made clean” 
ii. He acknowledged His need, and the one who could 

do it 
g. Spiritual Application 

i. Sin is a spiritual illness that needs to be healed by Jesus 
ii. Romans 3:23 
iii. Only Jesus cleanses 

2. The Centurion 8:5-13 
a. This guy is a Gentile (a non-Jew) 
b. This guy really loved his servant 
c. This guy had faith in Jesus 
d. Even though Jews were God’s “chosen” people, they don’t 

have faith like this guy! 
e. Spiritual application  

i. Faith in Christ is what saves!   
ii. NOT being born a Jew 
iii. Today: NOT having Christian parents 



3. Various healings 8:14-17 
a. Peter’s mother-in-law 8:14-15 

i. She had a fever 
ii. She was healed 
iii. She served Jesus 
iv. Spiritual application 

1. Being healed by Jesus results in service to Him 
(and others, in His name) 

4. These miracles show us… 
a. Christ’s power/authority over the physical realm 
b. Physical illness illustrates sin 
c. We live in a fallen world with illness 

i. Christians are not exempt from physical illness 
d. Our hope for complete healing is when we are in heaven 

5. These miracles DO NOT show us… 
a. Christians are NOT promised physical healing 

i. Do not misunderstand Isaiah 53:4 
ii. That is future-focused (when we are in heaven) 

 

TEACHING  
1. The cost of following Jesus 8:18-22 

a. The impulsive Scribe 8:18-20 
i. Jesus gives a warning (against emotional 

“commitment” to Christ 
ii. Do you really want to follow someone who does not 

even have a place to sleep? 
b. The half-hearted disciple 8:21-22 

i. He wants to wait to follow Jesus until after his parents 
die (which could be YEARS!) 

ii. The time to receive Christ is now!  2 Corinthians 6:2 
iii. Jesus says, “Let the dead bury the dead” 

1. “Dead” = those who do not respond to Christ 
2. Other people should not affect your decision for 

Christ 
2. What do we learn from this? 

 

EXAMPLES OF MIRACLES OVER UNSEEN 
1. Jesus calms the storm 8:23-27 

a. This storm was wild and intense 
b. The disciples acknowledged Jesus as Lord 

i. Shows they expected Him to save them 



c. But Jesus reproached them for thinking that the boat could 
sink with Him in it 

i. He’s God, after all! 
d. He rebuked the storm 

i. Rebuke = bring into correction 
ii. This shows that He is also the Lord over nature 

e. Spiritual application 
f. When we are in Christ, He has authority to deal with the 

storms of this life—TRUST HIM! 
2. Demon-possessed men 8:28-34 

a. The demons recognize Christ 
i. And their final outcome (God wins!) 

b. This shows that even evil forces are under Christ’s authority 
c. Spiritual application:  We are prisoners of sin and need Christ 

to cast it out 
i. Jesus is our deliver 

1. Hebrews 7:24-25 
 
 

MAIN POINT 
What do you think is the main point of Matthew 8? 
Jesus has come with divine authority to heal people of sin. 
 
*Were there any of your questions that have been unanswered? 
 
 
 
 


